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THE  MYSTERIOUS  1875-S  QUARTER 

by 

Larry  Briggs 

The  1875-S  quarter  has  a  listed  mintage  of  680,000  pieces,  a  figure  that 
would  seem  rather  high  in  a  series  of  low  mintage  rarities.  At  first  glance 
one  might  assume  that  this  date  is  fairly  common,  but  this  is  not  at  all  the 
case.  This  date,  for  some  reason,  is  very  scarce  and  seldom  encountered 
in  any  grade  at  coin  shows.  Unlike  my  experience  with  the  1888-S  quarter, 
this  date  just  isn't  around.  The  1888-S  was  once  written  up  as  scarce  to 
rare.  In  a  six  month  period  I  must  have  found  over  a  fourth  of  its  surviving 
mintage,  while  in  the  same  span  of  time  I  found  only  seven  1875-S  quarters. 
Some  people  might  say  that  low  price  is  the  reason  why  the  1875-S  quarter 
is  absent  from  dealer  stocks.  But  I  refute  that  argument  by  identifying  the 
dates  that  usually  do  appear  in  dealer  stocks.  Dates  most  often  seen  are 
as  follows:  1853,  1854,  1854-0,  1857,  1858,  1859,  1860,  1861,  1873,  1874, 
1876,  1877,  1891,  and  1891-S.  In  general  these  dates  have  little  premium 
and  one  could  buy  as  many  of  each  date  as  needed.  Price  will  in  time,  no 
doubt,  cause  more  examples  of  the  1875-S  quarter  to  surface,  but  for  now 
this  date  remains  very  elusive  in  all  grades. 

I  would  like  to  report  the  die  characteristics  that  I  have  identified  through 
my  research  on  the  1875-S  quarter  and  also  provide  a  scarcity  rating  for 
each  of  the  varieties  that  I  have  discovered.  Through  my  research  I  have 
identified  four  different  obverses  that  were  used  to  strike  the  1875-S  quarter 
and  have  designated  these  Obv.  1,  Obv.  2,  Obv.  3  and  Obv.  4.  I  have  also 
identified  four  different  reverses  for  this  date  and  they  will  be  designated 
Rev.  A,  Rev.  B,  Rev.  C  and  Rev.  D.  Obv.  2  was  mated  with  two  different 
reverses  giving  us  a  total  of  five  known  die  varieties  for  the  1875-S  quarter. 
The  five  varieties  are  1-A,  2-B,  2-0,  3-0  and  4-D.  One  interesting  point 
should  be  made  before  describing  the  die  differences.  The  same  master 
hub  for  the  obverse  was  used  to  create  all  four  obverse  dies.  This  point  is 
verified  by  the  fact  that  on  each  obverse  die  there  exists  several  common 
die  defects  that  can  easily  be  seen  on  all  four  of  the  obverse  dies.  The  two 
most  prominent  defects  occur  in  the  denticles  on  the  left  side  of  the 
obverse.  The  upper  outside  point  of  star  #2  points  to  the  gap  between  two 
denticles.  The  area  between  these  two  denticles  shows  evidence  of 
crumbling  from  the  master  hub  used  to  make  these  obverses.  There  is  also 
a  defect  in  the  denticles  near  star  #6.  The  denticle  between  the  two  outside 
points  of  star  #6  has  a  spur  on  its  lower  tip.  Each  of  the  four  obverse  dies 
used  for  this  date  shows  these  defect  characteristics  and  this  indicates 
that  these  dies  were  all  prepared  from  the  same  master  obverse  hub.  Date 
location  is  therefore  the  only  obverse  die  characteristic  that  distinguishes 
the  four  dies  used  to  strike  the  1875-S  quarter  from  each  other.  Individual 
die  differences  for  both  the  obverses  and  reverses  of  this  date  are  given 
below: 
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Obverse  1  —  The  date  is  nearer  to  the  rock  than  the  denticles.  The  left 
tip  of  the  1  is  weak,  but  over  the  left  edge  of  a  denticle.  The  right  tip  of  the  1 
is  over  the  right  edge  of  a  denticle.  The  inner  loop  of  the  8  is  slightly  to  the 
left  of  the  center  of  a  denticle.  The  base  of  the  7  is  centered  over  a  denticle. 
The  left  edge  of  the  ball  of  the  5  is  over  the  left  edge  of  a  denticle  while  the 
right  side  of  the  5  is  centered  over  a  denticle. 

Reverse  A  —  Reverse  of  1874.  This  die  has  the  small  squatty  s  nnintmark 
centered  directly  below  the  crotch.  This  is  the  same  die  used  in  1873  and 
again  in  1874.  Now  in  its  third  year  of  use  this  reverse  often  shows 
weakness  in  the  lettering  and  it  has  several  severe  reverse  cracks  running 
through  the  legend.  Type  1  reverse  hub  with  wide  serifs  on  the  A  in 
STATES.  This  variety  is  very  elusive  in  high  grade  and  the  second  scarcest 
of  the  five  known  varieties. 

Obverse  2  —  The  date  is  centered  between  the  rock  and  the  denticles. 
The  left  tip  of  the  1  is  over  the  middle  of  a  denticle.  The  right  tip  of  the  1  is 
over  the  space  between  two  denticles.  The  inner  loop  of  the  8  is  centered 
over  a  denticle.  The  base  of  the  7  is  over  the  right  side  of  a  denticle.  The 
ball  of  the  5  is  over  the  center  of  a  denticle. 

Reverse  B  —  Reverse  of  1868.  This  die  has  the  small  open  s  mintmark 
and  is  located  to  the  left  of  the  crotch  under  the  feather  tip.  The  same 
reverse  die  used  in  1868.  Type  1  reverse  hub  with  wide  serifs  on  the  A  in 
STATES.  The  most  common  of  the  five  known  varieties  of  this  year. 


1875-S  Quarter,  Obverse  1 
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1875-S  Quarter,  Obverse  3 
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Obverse  3  —  The  date  is  centered  between  the  rock  and  the  denticles. 
The  left  tip  of  the  1  is  over  the  left  edge  of  a  denticle.  The  right  tip  of  the  1  is 
centered  over  the  middle  of  a  denticle.  The  inner  loop  of  the  8  is  centered 
over  the  gap  between  two  denticles.  The  base  of  the  7  is  centered  over  the 
gap  between  two  denticles.  The  left  edge  of  the  ball  of  the  5  is  centered 
over  a  denticle  and  the  right  edge  of  the  curl  of  the  5  is  centered  over  a 
denticle. 

Reverse  C  —  Medium  S,  left  of  center  of  crotch.  This  die  has  a  medium  S 
mintmark  located  to  the  left  of  the  center  of  the  crotch.  The  reverse  is 
cracked  through  the  top  of  the  letters  UNIT.  The  crack  extends  down 
through  the  field  very  near  the  lower  leaf  tip  and  then  extends  through  the 
letters  QUAR  DOL.  Another  crack  runs  through  the  top  of  the  letters  TATES 
OF  and  MERI.  Type  2  reverse  hub  with  short  serifs  on  the  A  in  STATES. 
When  mated  with  Obv.  3  this  marriage  is  the  third  scarcest  of  the  five 
known  varieties.  When  mated  with  Obv.  2  this  marriage  is  the  rarest  of  the 
five  known  varieties  of  this  date. 

Obverse  4  —  The  date  is  high,  being  closer  to  the  rock  than  the  denticles. 
The  left  tip  of  the  1  is  centered  over  the  gap  between  two  denticles.  The 
right  tip  of  the  1  is  centered  over  the  middle  of  a  denticle.  The  inner  loop  of 
the  8  is  over  the  gap  between  two  denticles.  The  base  of  the  7  is  over  the 
gap  between  two  denticles.  The  left  edge  of  the  ball  of  the  5  in  over  the 
right  edge  of  a  denticle.  The  right  edge  of  the  curl  of  the  5  is  over  the  right 
side  of  a  denticle. 


1875-S  Quarter,  Reverse  A,  Small  Squatty  s 
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1875-S  Quarter,  Reverse  C,  Medium  S,  Left  of  Crotch 


1875-S  Quarter,  Reverse  D,  Medium  S,  Centered  under 
Crotch 


Reverse  D  —  Medium  S,  centered  in  crotch.  This  die  has  a  medium  S 
mintmark  centered  in  the  crotch.  This  reverse  also  comes  cracked  through 
the  legend.  A  crack  extends  through  the  letters  UNIT.  This  crack  extends 
down  through  the  field  below  the  left  wing  and  below  the  tip  of  the  leaves 
and  then  runs  through  the  letters  QUAR.  DOL.  Another  crack  runs  through 
the  letters  OF  AMERICA  and  then  on  down  the  field  and  through  the 
arrowheads.  Type  2  reverse  hub  with  short  serifs  on  the  A  in  STATES.  This 
variety  is  the  second  most  common  of  the  five  known  varieties. 

The  five  varieties  for  the  1875-S  quarter  can  be  summarized  by  the  listing 
in  the  following  table: 


Reverse  A  1  Reverse  of  1874,  small  squatty  s 


Reverses    Reverse  of  1868,  small  open  s 


Medium  S,  left  of  crotch 


Reverse  D    Medium  S,  centered  in  crotch 


I  hope  that  this  article  contains  some  interesting  facts  on  the  1875-S 
quarter  and  has  provided  some  useful  information  on  the  identification  of 
the  die  varieties  for  this  date.  Only  time  will  help  us  determine  why  the 
1875-S  quarter  is  presently  a  very  scarce  date.  I  would  be  interested  in  any 
additional  information  or  comments  concerning  this  date.  Please  mail  any 
comments  to:  Larry  Briggs,  P.O.  Box  187,  Lima,  Ohio  45802. 

The  pictures  of  the  1875-S  quarters  were  taken  by  Marilyn  Tiernan  at  Com 
World  in  Sidney,  Ohio. 
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BETTER  DATES  #7 


My  Seated  quarter  set  is  coming  along  very  nicely.  But  there  are 
many  dates  I  still  need.  I  will  accept  counter  offers  of  cash  and/ 
or  coins  for  the  dates  I  need  to  complete  my  set.  What  do  you  have 
to  offer? 


HALF  DIMES 

1848-  0     F+,  toned   $  24 

1853-0     NA,  F,  orig.,  full  LIBERTY    250 

1867       VG,  original    240 

1867-S     VP    30 

DIMES 

1852-  0     F,  original  $  22 

1862-  S     AG,  just  wear   8 

1863-  S     F+ ,  small  obv/ rev.  digs   16 

1885-S     Abt.  F,  cpllitescr   140 

QUARTERS 

1838       VG-F,  original  $  15 

1838       Choice  VF,  original   60 

1840  Choice  VF   99 

1840-  0     Drapery,  VG,  original   22 

1841  VG-F,  original   50 

1841-  0     VG   19 

1844        VF   35 

1849-  0     AG-G   300 

1850       AG,  VG  detail   15 

1852  VF,  cleaned-retoning   70 

1853  A  &  R,  Choice  VF,  original, 

obverse  die  crack   27 

1853/4    XF-AU,  dipped-retoned    260 

1853-  0     A  &  R,  G,  recut  date-stars   6 

1854-  0     Arrows,  G-VG,  original   6 

1858-S     AG+/G    19 

1859       Fine,  sharp   14 

1860-S     G/AG,  original   42 

1862-S     AG+ +  ,  sm.  obv.  scr   30 

1865       G-VG,  sm.  obv.  mark   38 


QUARTERS 

1868  AG/FR  $  42 

1869-S  F,  sm.  obv.  mark   75 

1874-  S  Arrows,  VG   14 

1875-  CC  Choice  XF,  original   305 

1876-  CC  Good  +    6 

1886  VG,  It.  initials  on  Miss  Liberty. . .  160 

1887  AG/FR,  just  wear   65 

1890  F,  sm.  obv.  rim  mark   53 

1891-0  Choice  XF,  dipped   460 

HALVES 

1840  Sm.  Letters,  VG,  cleaned  $  15 

1840  M.L.,  G/AG+,  orig.  w/spots  . .  60 

1845  AG -I- ,  just  wear   12 

1846-0  Medium  Date,  VG,  original   15 

1846-0  Medium  Date,  G+ ,  rev.  cud   13 

1848  G,  full  rims   30 

1848-0  VG,  subdued,  disturbed  color ...  13 

1853-0  A  &R,  G-VG,  double  date-stars  .  16 

1856-  0  XF+  -f- ,  dipped  repunched  156  70 

1857-  S  XF,  orig.,  cpl  sm.  rim  marks  ...  165 

1861-0  Choice  VF,  old  cleaning   28 

1865  VG,  Double  Date,  two  hidden 

rim  cuts    40 

1872  Good,  full  rims,  original   12 

1873  NA,  Ch.  VF,  Closed  3,  original  . .  65 
1876  Good,  full  rims,  original   12 

1876  G-VG,  original   13 

1877  Good+ ,  original   12 

1878-CC  AG +,  original   120 

1880  F,  weak  E,  nicely  retoned   160 

1882  G+,  si.  obv.  discoloration   150 


WANTED:  Will  pay  85%  of  Coin  World  Trends  for  the  following  no 
problem  coins:  1871,  1872  25*  AG-AU,  1844-0  Doubled  Date  50* 
AG-AU,  1850-1852  Philadelphia  halves  AG-VF.  Problem  coins  also 
wanted. 

All  Coins  Guaranteed,  ANA  Grading 
Please  Add  $1.00  for  Postage. 

14  Day  Return  Privilege  If  In  Original,  Unopened  Holder 
Layaway  and  Approval  Service  Available. 

HARRY  E.  SMITH  •  LSCC  #566 

P.O.  Box  705  •  South  San  Francisco,  California  94083 
Telephone:  (415)  583-9908 
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Liberty  Seated  Dollars 


1841  XF  $290 

1842  XF   290 

1842  XF-45    345 

1845  F-12  v..  160 

1846  AU-50    425 

1846-0      XF-50    375 

1847  AU  Small  dig  below  date  295 

1848  AU  675 

1848         CHAU  900 

1854  XF  1450 

1854  CHAU  2150 

1857  AU  625 

1857         MS-60   1050 

1857         MS-63    1250 

1859-0       CHAU  450 

1859-S       XF  675 

1860  CHAU  900 

1863  XF-45    575 

1864  XF-45    525 

1867  XF  325 

1871 -CC     VF20/30    2450 

1872  AU  Error  above  2  in  date  395 

1873  XF-45    395 


Or  will  trade  for  dollars  grading  MS-55  or  better  dating 
1841  -  1843  -  1845  ■  1847  -  1866  -  1870  -  1871 
1872-CC  •  1872  S  -  1873  ■  1873-CC 

—These  coins  are  from  my  personal  collection  — 

1.  15  day  return  period. 

2.  Coins  removed  from  holders  are  considered  sold. 

3.  Postal  money  orders  or  bank  checks  are  preferred. 
Personal  checks  must  clear. 

4.  Grading  by  ANA  standards. 

W.E.  SETON 

4640  Discovery  Road  •  Port  Townsend,  Washington  98368 
Tele.  (206)385-3636  or  385-2159 
Member  LSCC  #  754 


10 


Rarity  of  the  1869  Dollar 
by 

Harry  E.  Salyards 

The  recent  purchase  of  an  1869  Seated  dollar  set  me  to  consulting  my 
files  of  auction  catalogues  for  some  idea  of  the  frequency  of  appearance  of 
this  date.  The  results  were  somewhat  surprising  to  me  although  they  cer- 
tainly would  be  in  accord  with  Donald  Vettel's  assessment  in  Issue  #24  of 
the  journal  that  this  date  is  "very  tough".  I  thought  that  other  club  members 
would  be  interested  in  seeing  the  results  of  my  research. 

The  table  shows  59  total  appearances  of  57  coins  in  VF  and  higher 
grades  in  128  auction  sales  from  1975  to  1985.  But  it  is  also  interesting  to 
consider  these  pieces  in  the  context  of  the  sales  in  which  they  were  of- 
fered. Specifically,  the  overwhelming  majority  of  the  proofs  and  uncir- 
culated pieces  were  not  part  of  extensive  Seated  dollar  collections;  in- 
stead, these  were  type  coin  listings.  The  rarity  of  uncirculated  pieces  com- 
pared to  proofs  is  further  amplified  by  considering  that  423,700  business 
strikes  were  minted  compared  to  only  600  proofs.  Nor  are  the  higher  cir- 
culated grades  at  all  common.  Lumping  all  the  pieces  from  VF  to  Mint 
State  together  you  will  find  that  the  business  strikes  are  still  outnumbered 
in  auction  appearances  by  the  proofs  36  to  23.  It  is  interesting  to  note  that 
in  three  sales  which  did  involve  extensive  date  and  mint  runs  of  Seated 
dollars  (Stack's  3/83,  Ivy  Ralston  5/83  and  Kagin  G.E.N.A.  10/83)  the  1869 
dollar  represented  in  each  sale  graded  in  the  EF-40  to  AU-50  range. 

What  conclusions  can  be  drawn  from  the  figures  in  the  survey?  First, 
that  despite  its  mintage,  the  1869  Seated  dollar  is  not  a  common  coin, 
especially  in  an  Uncirculated  grade.  Most  of  the  survivors  of  this  date  went 
into  circulation  and  stayed  there.  And  many  examples  of  this  date  probably 
never  get  that  far.  Recall  that  the  Seated  dollar,  unlike  the  subsidiary  silver, 
continued  to  be  coined  at  the  old  16:1  ratio  after  1852.  The  glut  of  Califor- 
nia gold  and  the  inflation  of  the  Civil  War  years  both  made  silver  dollars 
worth  more  than  face  value  as  metal.  The  statistical  tables  in  Coinage 
Laws  of  the  United  States,  Washington:  G.P.O.,  1894,  indicate  that  in  the 
calendar  year  1869,  the  average  value  for  silver  stood  at  $1,325  per  ounce. 
This  meant  that  each  new  1869  dollar  was  worth  $1,024  as  bullion.  Further- 
more, during  1869  the  French  mint  maintained  an  open  coinage  at  a  15y2:1 
ratio  with  gold,  which  translates  to  $1,334  per  ounce  of  silver.  This  fact 
adds  further  impetus  for  these  new  dollars  to  have  gone  straight  from  the 
Mint  back  to  the  melting  pot.  Is  it  any  wonder  then  that  in  John  Kroon's 
survery  in  Issue  #29  of  the  journal  tnat  the  1869  dollar  is  flanked  in  frequen- 
cy of  appearance  by  the  1853  dollar  with  the  mintage  of  46,110  and  the 
1872-S  dollar  with  a  mintage  of  9000?  Clearly  the  1869  Seated  dollar  is  a 
very  underrated  coin. 
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1869  Liberty  Seated  Dollar 

A  Survey  of  128  Auction  Sales,  1975  -  1985 
59  Total  Appearances  of  57  Coins 


Date  of 

Lot 

Prices 

Sale 

Sale 

Number 

Condition 

Realized 

1.  New  England 

3/77 

476 

Brilliant  Proof 

$475 

2.  New  England 

3/77 

477 

Toned  Proof 

975 

3.  Ivy 

4/77 

699 

Proof-60,  dull 

450 

4.  Ivy 

10/77 

700 

Proof-60  + 

725 

5.  New  England 

11/77 

691 

Choice  Toned  Proof 

1000 

6.  Ivy 

7/78 

1126 

Proof-60,  dull 

525 

7.  Stack's 

9/79 

343 

Brilliant  Proof 

1300 

8.  New  England 

1/80 

832 

Proof-63 

5000 

9.  Bowers'  Rochester 

6/80 

3316 

Proof-65 

7500 

10.  Hughes' 

6/80 

1052 

Proof-67 

7750 

11.  New  England 

7/80 

675 

Proof-63 

1900 

12.  Ivy  ANA '80 

8/80 

2546 

Proof-63 

2500 

13.  New  England 

11/80 

852 

Proof-60 

1400 

14.  New  England 

1/81 

2344 

Proof-63 

2600 

15.  Auction  '81 

7/81 

182 

Brilliant  Proof 

1500 

16.  Auction  '81 

7/81 

1628 

Choice  Br.  Proof 

1900 

17.  Bowers' ANA '81 

7/81 

751 

Proof-63 

2400 

18.  Bowers' ANA '81 

7/81 

2025 

Proof-65 

2000 

19.  Bowers'  Springfield  i 

9/81 

251 

Proof-60 

900 

20.  New  England 

1/82 

733 

Proof-63 

1300 

21.  Stack's  Robison  II 

2/82 

1930 

Choice  Br.  Proof 

2100 

22.  Ivy 

6/82 

1029 

Proof-65 

2035 

23.  Auction  '82 

8/82 

275 

Ch.  Br.  Proof 

1700 

24.  Auction  '82 

8/82 

1224 

Proof-60 

1200 

25.  Auction  '82 

8/82 

1754 

Proof-65 

2100 

26.  Stack's  Robison  III 

12/82 

708 

Ch.  Br.  Proof 

2100 

27.  Bowers' Conn.  Hist.  Soc. 

4/83 

774 

Proof-65 

4400 

28.  Auction  '83 

7/83 

1804 

Proof-60 

1650 

29.  Bowers'  Hatie 

8/83 

983 

Proof-65 

5500 

30.  Stack's  Carter 

1/84 

282 

Brilliant  Proof 

2090 
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Date  of 

Lot 

Prices 

Sale 

Sale 

Number 

Condition 

Realized 

31.  Bowers  Sieck  &  Harte 

3/84 

347 

Prool  -  oU 

lO^U 

32.  Auction  84 

7/84 

1193 

Choice  Br.  Proof 

1430 

33.  Bowers  Emery-Nichols 

11/84 

1000 

Proof-67 

■4  0-4  r\r\ 

12100 

o4.  DOwers  newiii 

1  \IO*t 

O  1  iCO 

35.  Stack's 

1/85 

375 

Br.  Proof 

990 

np,    Uoritano  ANA  'R*^ 
oD.  nci  1  lay tJ  MixM 

OlOU 

r  lUvJ  1  DU/OO 

*  Reappeared  as  #35 

Uncirculated:  9  Appearances  of  8  Coins 

Date  of 

Lot 

PricM 

Sale 

Sale 

Number 

uonoition 

neaiizea 

1.  New  England 

5/77 

767 

Gem  Unc.-65 

$2900 

2.  Ivy 

7/78 

1125 

Mb-DO 

1000 

3.  New  England 

11/78 

1111 

unoice  du  ou-oo 

D/0 

4.  Ivy 

11/78 

624 

Mo-OU  + 

5.  New  England 

11/79 

1040 

MS-63,  rusted  obv.  die 

2000 

6.  Bowers'  Rochester 

6/80 

3317 

Brilliant  Unc.-69 

o^%oon 

39000 

7.  Acution  '80 

8/80 

814 

v^llUIOc  unc-DO 

8.  Stack's 

3/81 

1033 

Choice  BU 

2100 

9.  Ivy  ANA '82 

8/82 

2472 

MS-65 

1320 

**  Reappeared  as  #9 

Very  Fine  to  About  Uncirculated:  14  Appearances  of  Different  Coins 

Date  of 

Lot 

Prices 

Sale 

Sale 

Number 

Condition 

Realized 

1.  New  England 

12/76 

1108 

EF-45 

$170 

2.  Ivy 

12/79 

887 

VF-20,  dipped 

110 

3.  Bowers' Seller 

3/80 

3423 

AU-55 

670 

4.  Bowers'  Seller 

3/80 

3424 

AU-50,  contact  marks 

600 

5.  Ivy 

12/80 

1047 

AU-50 

450 

6.  Stack's 

6/81 

600 

EF,  obv.  scratches 

260 

7.  Auction  '82 

8/82 

791 

AU 

525 

8.  Stack's 

3/83 

978 

AU 

460 

9.  Ivy  Ralston 

5/83 

1824 

AU-50 

440 

10.  Stack's 

9/83 

943 

VF,  gray  toning 

198 

11.  Kagin 

10/83 

3378 

EF-40 

522 

12.  Coin  Galleries 

11/83 

2371 

Choice  VF,  edge  bump 

165 

13.  Heritage 

5/84 

1316 

EF-40,  scratches 

275 

14.  Bowers'  Greene 

6/85 

1404 

EF-45,  cleaned 

330 
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HALF  DIMES 

1837  NS,  VF20/F12,  marks  .$25 

1838  VF20/20   20 

1871       VF20/20   13 

DIMES 

1841-0  G-6  $  5 

1841-0  F-12   10 

1845-0  F-12   30 

1848  F-12   9 

1852-0  F-12   22 

1856-  0  G-4    5 

1857-  0  VF-20   9 

1858-  0  VG-8   18 

1859-  0  VG-8   8 

1873  VF-25,  Closed  3   20 

1873  XF-40,  Closed  3   28 

1891-0  XF-40/40    20 

TWENTY  CENTS 

1875-S    G-4  $20 

1875-S    XF40/45    160 

QUARTERS 

1850-0    F12/18  $  55 

1854      VF25/25,  With  Arrows  . .  25 

HALVES 

1853  XF40/45,  A&R  $160 

1855-0  XF40/45,  Arrows   100 

1858-0  VF20/20   30 

1876  VF20/20    28 

1879  VG10/F12,  rare   175 

1879  AU-58,  rare   650 

DOLLARS 

1840      F-12  $165 

1840  AU50/50  baggie   390 

1841  XF4G/45    275 

1842  XF40/40   260 

1843  XF40/40    275 

Terms  •  All  coins  shipped  as  soon  as 

Full  10  day  return  privilege. 
Hours:  8  a.m.  to  9  p.m. 


DOLLARS  Continued 

1844  VF20/25  $260 

1845  VG  plugged   80 

1845      VG-8   175 

1845  F12/12   200 

1846  XF40/45   235 

1846      XF45/45   240 

1848  XF-40  rim  spots    275 

1849  VF25/30   275 

1850-0    AG-3   100 

1850-0    VF20/30    375 

1855  XF-40,  light  muk   675 

1856  XF45/45    550 

1857  F12/12   200 

1859-  S    VF30/35   420 

1860      VG6/8   135 

1860      VG8/10   225 

1860      XF40/40,  original   450 

1860  VF35/XF40   400 

1860-  0    XF40/45   290 

1861  XF40/40  original    850 

1862  AG-3   225 

1862      VG,  plugged   90 

1862  XF40/40,  original   760 

1863  XF40/40,  original   475 

1864  XF40/40   295 

1864  XF40/45,  original   450 

1865  F12/12   210 

1865      VF20/20    275 

1868      VF35/35   275 

1868      XF,  plugged   140 

1870  XF45/45,  nice   290 

1870-CC  F/VF  marks   220 

1871  XF4G/45    275 

1872  XF40/45    245 

1872-  S    VF20/25   440 

1873-  CC  VF30/XF40,  original.  .  .4250 
1873-CC  XF40/40   4400 


TRADE  DOLLARS 

1877-S  VF-30/30  . . . . 
possible. 


$  85 


Thank  you  for  your  previous  orders. 

^  _  _  MILL  COIN  INVESTMENTS 
]m /I  i  ■  I  P.O.  BOX  847 

Wl  ■/  I        HASTINGS,  FLORIDA  32045 

Telephone  (904)  692-1846 


1852-0 
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1873-CC 


An  Update  on  the  1861/0  Half  Dime 

by 

Bill  FIvaz 

Kam  Ahwash  authored  an  excellent  article  in  Issue  #25  of  the  journal  on 
the  three  known  varieties  of  the  intriguing  1861/0  half  dime.  Kam  outlined  in 
detail  the  diagnistics  of  each  variety  but  he  didn't  mention  the  remarkable 
similarities  among  them.  After  examining  several  high  grade  specimens 
I'm  firmly  convinced  that  a  four  digit  logo  punch  was  used  to  prepare  the 
date  and  that  it  was  the  logo  punch  that  was  overdated.  In  my  opinion  there 
are  too  many  identical  features  on  each  variety  for  each  individual  die  to 
have  been  overdated.  All  1861/0  half  dimes  that  I  have  examined  have  the 
following  characteristics: 

1.  The  first  1  and  the  last  1  in  the  date  are  of  an  entirely  different  shape. 

2.  There  is  a  spur  of  metal  angling  downward  from  the  left  outside  of 
the  lower  loop  of  the  8. 

3.  There  is  a  spike  of  metal  at  the  lower  right  outside  of  the  upper  loop 
of  the  8. 

4.  There  is  a  bulge  of  metal  at  the  middle  left  outside  of  the  6. 

5.  The  final  1  is  positioned  precisely  the  same  in  relation  to  the 
previously  punched  0  in  the  date. 

6.  There  are  three  conclusive  die  scratches,  angling  downward  from 
two  o'clock  toward  eight  o'clock  within  the  over  date  to  the  left  of  the 
final  1. 


New  Variety  of  1861/0  Half  Dime 
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My  good  friend,  Tom  DeLorey,  provided  me  with  information  that  would 
explain  how  the  overdated  logo  punch  was  probably  produced.  He  in- 
dicated that  during  this  era  it  was  not  at  all  uncommon  to  manufacture  a 
date  punch  by  first  sinking  individual  number  punches  into  a  steel  block. 
This  area  of  the  block  was  then  struck  with  a  blank  punch,  forming  the  rais- 
ed numbers  on  the  logo.  This  raised  number  logo  was  then  used  to  place 
the  incused  date  on  a  die. 

In  the  case  of  the  1861/0  half  dime  it  is  theoretically  possible  that  an  1860 
date  had  already  been  punched  into  the  block  and  then  a  1  was  punched  in 
over  the  0.  After  the  surrounding  area  was  partially  cleaned  up  and  polish- 
ed the  resultant  striking  of  the  blank  punch  into  the  incused  numbers 
would  have  created  the  1861/0  overdate  on  the  logo.  The  different  position- 
ing of  the  date  on  each  variety  in  relation  to  the  pendant  and  denticles 
would  simply  be  the  result  of  a  different  placement  of  the  logo  punch  on 
each  die.  Kam's  1861/0/1  variety  would  be  the  product  of  the  overdated 
logo  punch  being  entered  into  a  die  twice,  the  second  impression  being 
struck  slightly  higher  than  the  first. 

I  would  also  like  to  report  the  discovery  of  a  new  fourth  variety  of  the 
1861/0  half  dime.  This  new  variety  happens  to  be  not  only  another  entirely 
repunched  date  variety  but  it  also  has  a  strongly  doubled  die  obverse.  The 
diagnostic  features  to  look  for  on  the  new  variety  are  as  follows: 

1.  A  double  date,  with  the  doubling  on  top  of  all  four  digits  in  the  date. 

2.  The  pendant  falls  over  the  far  right  tip  of  the  6  in  the  date.  The  left 
base  of  the  first  1  falls  to  the  right  center  of  a  denticle. 

3.  There  is  moderate  rim  cudding  around  part  of  the  obverse  die. 


Doubled  UNITED  ON  1861/0  Half  Dime 
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4.  All  the  letters  on  the  obverse  are  doubled,  with  the  strongest  doub- 
ling on  UNITED  toward  the  rim.  The  top  serifs  of  the  U  in  UNITED  are 
joined. 

5.  On  the  reverse,  both  ribbon  ends  are  close  to  the  wreath,  with  only 
the  left  one  touching. 

Not  only  do  we  have  a  fourth  variety  of  the  1861/0  overdate  half  dime  but  this 
new  variety  has  two  additional  bonus  features  as  well.  The  new  variety  should 
be  corrctly  described  as  a  "DOUBLED  DIE,  REPUNCHED  DATE,  OVERDATE". 
That  is  quite  a  mouthful,  but  after  all  it's  quite  a  coin! 

Please  check  all  of  the  1861/0  half  dimes  that  you  have  in  your  collection.  If 
you  find  any  that  have  the  characteristics  that  I  have  just  described,  I  would 
very  much  appreciate  hearing  about  it.  I  can  be  reached  as  follows:  Bill  Fivaz, 
P.O.  Box  888660,  Dunwoody,  Georgia  30338 

NEW  COLLECTIVE  VOLUME  NUMBER  TWO 
TO  BE  AVAILABLE  SOON 

One  thousand  copies  of  the  new  Collective  Volume  Number  Two  have 
been  printed  and  are  currently  at  the  bindery.  We  had  hoped  that  the  volumes 
would  be  available  by  March  1986  but  there  were  unavoidable  delays  due  to 
the  amount  of  work  that  had  to  be  done.  The  first  task  was  to  sort  out  the 
articles  that  appeared  in  the  journal  over  the  last  five  years  by  denomina- 
tion and  date.  These  articles  then  had  to  be  xeroxed  and  collected  into  a 
400  page  manuscript.  This  manuscript  was  then  used  as  a  reference  to  col- 
lect and  sort  the  original  negatives  from  the  fifteen  issues.  Some  delays 
occurred  when  it  was  found  that  some  of  the  pictures  from  the  original 
copy  had  lost  some  of  their  quality  and  we  had  to  reshoot  almost  75  pic- 
tures for  the  new  volume.  A  careful  study  of  each  of  the  400  pages  in  the 
volume  was  then  made  to  insure  that  the  negatives  contained  all  of  the 
right  copy  and  to  check  the  quality  of  the  photographs  that  were  to  appear 
in  the  book. 

Once  the  negatives  were  prepared  the  books  were  printed  in  twenty  five 
16  page  signatures.  The  signatures  were  cut  and  folded  by  the  printer  but 
the  assembly  of  the  signatures  is  still  a  manual  operation  in  a  small  print- 
ing business.  We  therefore  had  to  assemble  the  twenty  five  signatures  to 
form  each  book  by  hand.  This  meant  the  handling  of  over  25,000  booklets 
to  prepare  the  material  for  the  binders. 

The  binders  have  promised  us  prompt  processing  of  our  order  but  a  small 
run  of  1000  books  must  wait  for  an  opening  in  their  tight  schedule.  So  far 
we  have  received  264  orders  for  the  new  collective  volume  from  club 
members.  The  money  received  from  these  orders  will  provide  sufficient 
funds  to  pay  the  up  front  costs  for  paper  and  for  binding  of  the  volumes.  It 
is  expected  that  future  sales  of  the  volume  will  be  sufficient  to  recover  all 
costs  to  the  club  within  a  year. 

The  Editor 
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Rare  Liberty  Seated  Coinage  Appears  at  Auction 
With  Surprising  Frequency 
by 

Weimar  W.  White 

Collectors  waiting  for  a  desired  rare  date  to  appear  at  auction  have  a 
good  chance  of  obtaining  an  opportunity  to  bid  on  such  a  rarity.  A  study  of 
the  auction  records  of  selected  celebrated  Liberty  Seated  coins  reveals 
that  they  appear  with  surprising  frequency. 

Before  the  presented  study  is  discussed,  it  would  be  helpful  to  talk  about 
the  coin  market  in  general.  The  market  is  primarily  composed  of  the  follow- 
ing types  of  collector/investor  oriented  people:  There  is  the  collector  who  is 
"married"  to  his  coins  and  would  not  part  with  them  under  "any"  cir- 
cumstances. Often  these  coins  become  heirlooms  and  stay  in  the  family 
for  a  generation  or  more.  There  is  the  collector  who  cannot  decide  on  a 
series  or  type  of  coin  he  likes  and  is  constantly  buying,  selling,  or  trading 
for  new  material.  There  is  the  collector  who  has  enjoyed  his  hobby  for  many 
years  but  now  feels  it  is  time  to  cash  in  his  collection  and  buy  that  boat  or 
dream  car  he  has  always  wanted.  Finally,  there  is  the  experienced  investor 
who  is  primarily  in  the  coin  market  for  profit  only.  He  is  usually  very  busy 
buying  and  selling  his  coins.  Needless  to  say,  these  coins  have  a  high 
degree  of  turnover  or  velocity  in  the  market.  It  is  the  composite  of  these  fac- 
tors and  others  that  give  us  auction  records  and  the  opportunity  to  examine 
the  sale  results. 

With  this  introduction  in  mind,  I  would  like  to  present  the  study  in  Table  I 
that  hopefully  will  give  the  reader  a  feeling  for  the  turnover  rate  or  velocity 
certain  Liberty  Seated  coins  have  at  auction. 

A  list  of  eight  celebrated  dates  was  selected  because  estimates  of  their 
rarity  would  be  less  controversial.  After  examining  Rome's  Auction  records 
for  the  coins,  it  was  possible  to  project  the  years  it  would  take  before  the 
number  of  appearances  would  equal  the  total  known.  This  calculated  value 
is  called  the  turnover  rate.  For  example,  in  the  case  of  the  1876-CC  twenty 
cent  piece,  one  would  expect  that  it  would  take  about  17  years  before  12 
specimens  would  appear.  This,  of  course,  does  not  mean  that  all  of  the  12 
known  examples  would  appear  in  17  years.  It  is  most  likely  that  several  of 
these  coins  would  be  auctioned  more  than  once  during  this  time  frame, 
whereas  other  specimens  may  not  appear  at  all.  It  is  interesting  to  note 
that  the  8  coins  studied  produced  a  turnover  rate  which  averaged  15  years. 
In  other  words,  in  15  years  one  could  expect  approximately  92  total  ap- 
pearances at  auction  for  the  1872-CC  dollar,  55  appearances  for  the 
1871-CC  dollar,  11  appearance  for  the  1870-S  dollar,  etc. 

Those  collectors  who  wish  to  bid  on  an  1872-CC  Liberty  Seated  dollar 
should  take  comfort  in  the  fact  one  will  be  offered  for  sale  at  auction  about 
every  two  months.  Of  course,  it  is  difficult  to  subscribe  to  all  the  auction 
catalogs,  so  exposure  to  the  available  material  will  be  somewhat  more 
limited  for  most  individuals.  The  records  support  the  fact  that  the  more 
available  the  rare  coin,  the  more  frequently  it  will  appear  at  auction. 
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TABLE  I 


Date 
Denomination 

Approx. 
#  Known 

Appearances 
at  Auction 
7  Years* 

Turnover  Rate 
in  Years** 

iVIonths 
Between 
Appearances 

(1) 

1876-CC  20(1; 

12 

5 

17 

17 

(2) 

1849-0  25$ 

32 

16 

14 

5 

(3) 

1842  25(1; 
small  date 

7 

3 

16 

28 

(4) 

1873-CC  25(p 
no  arrows 

3 

2 

11 

42 

(5) 

oO 

n 

19 

o 
O 

(6) 

1870-S  $1 

11 

5 

15 

17 

(7) 

1871 -CC  $1 

55 

32 

12 

3 

(8) 

1872-CC  $1 

92 

40 

16 

2 

*  Rome's  Prices  Realized,  1972-1978  Silver  Editions  Vol.  II  and  III,  N.Y.,  1979 
**Turnover  rate  in  years  =  7  X  approx.  #  known  =  projected  number  of 

appearances 

years  before  the  total  appearances  equal  the  approximate 
number  known. 

***Months  between  auction  sales  =  7  X  12  =  estimated  number  of 
months  between  appearances,  appearances 


REFERENCES  TO  RARITY  ESTIMATES 

(1)  Paul  Green,  Execution  of  Twenty-Cent-Coin  Ideal  Failed, 
Numismatic  News,  October  29,  1985 

(2)  Kam  Ahwash,  The  Gobrecht  Journal,  Collective  Vol.  No.  1,  Page  31 

(3)  Larry  Briggs,  Ttie  Gobrecht  Journal,  Issue  #31,  Page  13 

(4)  Larry  Briggs,  The  Gobrecht  Journal,  Issue  #31,  Page  13 

(5)  Kam  Ahwash,  The  Gobrecht  Journal,  Collective  Vol.  No.  1,  Page  34 

(6)  Carl  Carlson,  How  Many  1870-S  Silver  Dollars  Exist?  Coin  World 
Nov.  2,  1983 

(7)  Weimar  White,  The  Liberty  Seated  Dollar  1840-1873,  Page  54 

(8)  Weimar  White,  The  Liberty  Seated  Dollar  1840-1873,  Page  55 
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However,  if  one  is  a  potentiai  buyer  for  an  example  of  the  1870-S  doilar,  he 
shouid  expect  to  wait  about  18  months  from  the  last  sale  for  an  opportunity 
to  place  a  bid  on  this  rarity.  Should  one  seek  ownership  of  the  1873-CC  no 
arrows  quarter,  he  should  expect  to  wait  approximately  42  months  between 
appearances. 

The  author  fully  realizes  that  it  is  impossible  to  quantify  the  unquan- 
tifiable  in  numismatics  and  some  of  the  numbers  are  meant  to  be  only 
estimates.  Never-the-less,  by  looking  at  groups  of  coins  and  their 
statistics,  certain  patterns  or  trends  can  be  seen  which  can  be  very  useful 
to  the  numismatist. 

Comments  on  this  article  are  welcomed. 


The  following  coins  are  currently  in  stock  and  ready  for  im- 
mediate delivery.  All  coins  will  be  sold  on  a  first  come,  first 
served  basis.  Phone  calls  are  suggested  to  reserve  these  one 
of  a  kind  items.  Visa,  Mastercard,  and  Postal  Money  Order 
items  are  shipped  immediately.  Checks  take  10  banking  days 
to  clear  before  shipping.  All  coins  are  sold  with  a  15  day  return 
privilege.  Thank  You  for  your  patronage. 

1864  Quarter,  Extra  Fine,  Completely  Original  with  Blue 
and  Gold  Toning  $75.00 

1840-  0  Half,  almost  Unc.  A  Bright  AU  Coin,  the  Obverse  is 
Well  Struck  but  the  Eagle's  Head  on  the  Reverse  is  Flat. . 
 $225.00 

1841-  0  Half,  Extra  Fine.  This  Coin  has  Multi-color  Toning 
around  the  Rim.  There  is  a  Rim  Bump  at  1.00  on  the  Obv. 
Mottled  Toning  on  the  Reverse  probably  from  Storage  in 
the  Old  National  or  Whitman  Albums  $30.00 

1843  Half,  Extra  Fine.  A  Beautiful  Original  Half  from  the 
same  Group  as  the  Preceding  Lot  $60.00 

1847-0  Half,  Extra  Fine,  Cleaned.  This  Coin  was  Lightly 

Cleaned  at  One  Time.  Hairlines  in  the  Obverse  Field  

 $50.00 

1849  Half,  Extra  Fine  to  AU.  This  is  really  a  Beautiful 
Original  Coin.  Multi-colored  Toning  over  Lustrous  Fields. 
The  Reverse  is  not  as  Richly  Toned  Showing  more 
Original  Lustre  $125.00 

1859-0  Half,  Extra  Fine.  This  Half  like  Others  listed  is 
Richly  Toned  in  Blue  and  Gold.  Another  Problem-free 


•  DEALERS  IN  RARE  STAMPS.  COINS.  AND  COLLECTABLES  - 


2092  FLORENCE  MALL 
FLORENCE.  KENTUCKY  4  1  042 
(60«)  371-1414 
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$60.00 
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AN  INTERESTING  1854  QUARTER 

by 

Mike  Brunner 

Shown  below  is  a  picture  of  the  reverse  of  an  1854  quarter  that  is  a  with 
arrows  type.  It  grades  a  rather  pleasing  VF  and  is  original  with  some  abra- 
sions. As  far  as  I  can  tell  the  obverse  is  normal  with  no  unusual  gauges,  die 
cracks,  extra  date  punches  or  recutting  in  the  lettering  or  design.  The  only 
exception  is  that  the  two  arrows  show  some  recutting,  particularly  the  left 
arrow. 

The  reverse  of  this  coin  however,  shows  some  interesting  features.  The 
two  lines  in  the  first  vertical  stripe  on  the  left  side  of  the  shield  are  cut  into 
the  horizontal  stripes  above.  Both  vertical  lines  extend  completely  through 
the  horizontal  stripes  and  out  into  the  neck  feathers  above  the  shield.  The 
right  line  is  the  heaviest  and  the  two  lines  widen  as  they  run  up  through  the 
horizontal  stripes. 

The  surface  area  behind  the  stripes  on  this  reverse  appears  to  be  un- 
finished. The  surface  is  not  smooth  as  I  have  found  on  other  coins  of  this 
year  and  type.  I  wish  to  thank  Bill  Fivaz  for  the  picture  of  the  1854  quarter 
that  appears  with  this  article.  If  anybody  has  any  additional  comments  or 
questions  about  this  variety  I  can  be  reached  as  follows:  Mike  Brunner,  452 
Chelsea  Way,  Fairfield,  California  94533. 


1854  Quarter  with  Extended  Vertical  Stripe 
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An  1854-0  Triple  Obverse  Half  Dollar 

by 

William  Bugert 

Two  triple  date  half  dollars  have  been  previously  examined  in  the 
Gobrecht  Journal:  the  1845-0  and  the  1842  medium  date.  I  know  of  two 
others:  the  1854-0  which  I  wish  to  present  in  this  article  and  the  1843/43/4 
which  I  hope  to  present  in  the  future. 

In  his  1980  census  of  Seated  half  dollars,  Randy  Wiley  listed  the  1854  trip- 
le date  but  not  the  1854-0  triple  date.  Randy  told  me  he  obtained  some  of 
his  variety  listing  for  the  census  from  a  draft  manuscript  of  Breen's  En- 
cyclopedia of  U.S.  Coins.  Breen  listed  the  1854  triple  date  half  but  not  the 
1854-0.  During  the  past  six  years  I  have  examined  literally  hundreds  of  1854 
and  1854-0  half  dollars  from  around  the  country.  I  have  not  seen  the  triple 
date  1854  and  have  seen  only  one  triple  date  1854-0. 

Taxay  lists  this  variety  in  his  book  but  doesn't  describe  it.  Beistle  listed 
the  1854-0  triple  date  variety;  his  description  is  provided  below  with  my  ad- 
ditions and  clarifications. 

OBVERSE  5.  "Triple  Cut  date  and  arrows  at  the  date,  otherwise  same  as 
No.  4  (i.e.  A  line  joins  the  serif  of  the  cross  bar  of  4  with  the  base.  All  stars 
are  recut.  Fine  akcidefect  lines  (clash  marks)  are  diagonally  to  the  right, 
under  the  date)." 

There  are  also  numerous  die  lumps  in  LIBERTY'S  gown  to  the  left  of  the 
ankle.  The  obverse  not  only  has  a  triple  date  and  arrows  but  a  tripled 
obverse.  LIBERTY,  all  stars,  the  arrow  heads,  and  the  date  all  are  tripled. 
The  tripling  is  most  dramatic  on  the  stars  and  date.  As  obvious  as  this 
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obverse  tripling  is  I'm  surprised  Beistle  didn't  mention  it.  The  tripling  must 
also  be  evident  on  low  grade  pieces  because  Kam  Ahwash  listed  a  G6 
specimen  in  one  of  his  price  lists. 

REVERSE  D.  "Mintmark  0  is  close  up  in  the  crotch,  and  nearly  in  the 
same  position  as  letter  A,  but  is  larger  and  leans  away  from  the  top  of  letter 
D.  A  fine  die  crack  runs  from  the  edge,  across  the  tips  of  three  olive 
leaves." 

The  die  crack  is  plainly  visible  as  described  and  serves  to  identify  the 
reverse  die.  Beistle  says  the  mintmark  is  larger  than  letter  D  but  the  mint- 
mark  is  .057  inches  high  and  typical  of  this  date  and  mint.  This  same 
reverse  is  also  paired  in  a  later  die  state  with  an  1854  double  date  obverse. 

Finally,  I  would  like  to  solicit  information  on  known  specimens  of  this 
variety  and  list  them  as  they  are  known  to  me: 

"I-  MS-65,  ex-Auction  '80  lot  1602,  $30,000.  This  coin  was  not  listed  as  a 
triple  date  and  was  sold  at  the  peak  of  the  coin  market.  Whether  the 
high  price  was  because  of  the  tripling  in  unknown.  James  B.  Pryor 
saw  this  coin,  graded  it  a  nice  lustrous  MS-60,  and  provided  me  with 
this  information. 

2.  VF-20  cleaned,  the  pictured  specimen.  Purchased  unattributed  for 
$50  from  Don  Frederick  at  the  Vienna,  VA  coin  show  of  21  May  81. 
Identified  by  what  appears  to  be  bits  of  baking  soda  in  recessed 
areas  of  the  obverse  and  reverse. 

3.  G6.  ex-Kam  Ahwash  price  list  of  January  1983.  He  lists  it  as  G6,  triple 
cut  date,  rare,  $80.  Kam's  coin  estate  was  auctioned  off  in  Kagin's 
auctions  331  and  332.  A  few  good  1854-0's  were  included  in  multiple 
lot  offerings.  Does  any  reader  have  this  coin? 


Tenth  Star  on  1854-0  Triple  Date  Half  Dollar 
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An  1846  Doubled  Die  Half  Dollar 

by 

Kenneth  Hill 


In  A  Register  of  Half  Dollar  Die  Varieties  and  Subvarieties  by  M.L.  Beis- 
tle,  there  are  nine  dies  listed  for  1846  halves  struck  at  the  Philadelphia 
mint.  None  of  these  descriptions  matches  a  coin  that  I  recently  purchased. 
My  coin  was  struck  from  an  obverse  die  that  was  doubled  and  it  has  a 
number  of  other  characteristics  which  make  it  easy  to  identify. 

The  obverse  die  shows  the  following  characteristics: 

Doubled  Die:  Stars  1  through  6  show  doubling  to  the  northwest.  Doubl- 
ing is  also  evident  at  the  left  side  of  the  base  of  Liberty  and  the  rock.  The 
left  half  of  the  horizontal  stripes  and  the  tops  of  the  left  four  vertical  stripes 
also  show  doubling. 

Date:  This  is  a  Small  Date  variety  in  which  the  digits  measure  from  2.1 
mm  to  2.28  mm  in  height.  There  is  a  spur  half  way  up  the  digit  1  on  its  left 
side.  The  digit  8  shows  recutting  within  the  upper  part  of  this  upper  loop. 

Die  Breaks:  A  die  crack  connects  all  four  digits  of  the  date.  This  crack 
runs  from  the  denticle  to  the  right  of  the  6,  through  the  base  of  the  6  and  on 
through  the  base  of  the  4.  The  crack  extends  through  the  base  of  the  8  to 
the  1  where  it  exits  on  the  left  side  of  the  1  and  runs  diagonally  to  Liberty's 
base.  Another  die  crack  begins  adjacent  to  the  outermost  part  of  the  rock 
and  connects  stars  1  through  7,  runs  through  the  head,  star  8,  the  cap  and 
the  9th  star. 


Obverse  Shield  of  1846  Doubled  Die  Half  Dollar 
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1846  Doubled  Die  Half  Dollar,  Stars  1  and  2 


Date  of  1846  Doubled  Die  Half  Dollar 
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The  reverse  die  has  many  die  breaks.  A  crack  connects  the  top  of  the  let- 
ters in  UNITED  and  extends  from  the  upper  serif  of  the  E  to  the  denticle 
over  the  center  of  the  D.  Another  crack  runs  along  the  top  of  the  letters  in 
STATES  and  from  the  second  S  extends  on  through  a  denticle  and  to  the 
rim.  This  break  looks  like  an  early  stage  of  a  retained  cud.  Another  crack 
runs  from  the  second  S  in  STATES  across  the  top  of  the  OF  and  up  through 
a  denticle  between  the  A  and  M.  Another  drops  from  the  same  denticle  to 
the  right  leg  of  the  M  and  then  extends  along  the  top  of  the  letters  ERICA 
and  on  to  the  uppermost  arrowhead.  Furthermore,  the  letters  in  HALF  are 
connected  at  the  base  by  a  die  crack.  A  final  crack  runs  through  the  bases 
of  the  letters  OL,  runs  under  the  period  and  on  to  the  denticles. 


Die  Break  on  Reverse  of  1846  Doubled  Die  Half  Dollar 


REGIONAL  MEETING  PLANNED 

A  regional  meeting  of  LSCC  has  been  scheduled  in  conjunction  with  the 
47th  Annual  Convention  of  the  Central  States  Numismatic  Society  which 
will  be  held  at  the  Westin  Crown  Center  in  Kansas  City,  Missouri  on  April 
3-5,  1986.  The  LSCC  meeting  will  be  held  at  5:00  p.m.  on  Friday,  April  4th  in 
the  Ronoke  Room  at  the  Westin  Crown  Center.  We  hope  that  this  meeting 
will  provide  club  members  with  an  opportunity  to  discuss  Liberty  Seated 
coinage  with  others  who  are  also  interested  in  our  beautiful  silver  coinage 
of  the  last  century. 
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CLASSICAL  AMERICAN  COINS 

P.O.  Box  9516 
Seattle,  Washington  98109 


Quarters 

1841-  0       Doubled  Die  Obverse.  Colorfully  toned  in  shades  of  golden-brown  and  violet, 

this  XF-AU  piece  has  smooth  surfaces  and  an  eye  appealing  look.  A  very 

difficult  variety  to  find  this  nice   $  255 

1847  Sharply  struck  and  toned  an  even  rose-gray  on  both  sides.  Problem  free  and 
pleasing  in  all  respects.  Grades  XF-AU   72 

1855-0       W/ Arrows.  A  solid  XF  and  fully  struck  with  natural  light  gray  toning  on  both 

surfaces.  A  very  attractive  piece  for  this  hard  to  find  issue   270 

1856         Though  a  common  'type'  piece,  this  particular  example  exhibits  decidedly  eye 

appealing  russet  toning  for  its  XF  grade    47 

1860-0       A  strong  XF  toned  a  golden-gray  with  plenty  of  underlying  luster  left.  Problem 

free  and  original    83 

Halves 

1840  Small  Letters  Reverse.  A  really  choice  AU-50  coin  with  smooth  even  surfaces 
toned  an  attractive  rose  color  with  shades  of  blue  about  the  rims.  Sharp,  full 
strike  $165 

1842-  0       Large  Date.  Immaculately  smooth  surfaces  for  an  XF  coin.  This  totally 

untampered  with  piece  exhibits  a  pleasing  light  iridescent  tone   135 

1844         A  perfect  type  piece  that  possesses  smooth,  original  surfaces  under  eye 

appealing  multi-hue  toning.  XF  and  choice  for  the  grade    65 

1848  A  better  date  that  is  a  completely  untampered  with  XF.  Attractive  gray  tones 

that  become  russet  and  gold  at  the  rims.  Very  eye  appealing   140 

1850-0       Attractive  rainbow  toning  over  very  pleasing  surfaces.  Fully  struck  and  grades 

XF-AU   105 

1858-0       A  really  outstandingly  toned  AU  type  piece  with  its  russet  centers  and 

iridescent  borders.  Crisp  strike  and  plenty  of  cartwheel  luster   128 

1858-S       XF  though  with  plenty  of  claims  to  being  a  full  AU.  Toned  an  even  light  gray 
with  almost  complete  cartwheel  luster  in  the  fields.  Crisp  strike,  smooth 
surfaces   155 

1860         A  solidly  struck,  problem  free  piece  that  grades  a  strong  XF.  Peripheral  toning 

in  multi-hue  colors.  Attractive   79 

1878         Fully  uncirculated  and  brilliant  with  frosty,  full,  cartwheel  luster.  Very  eye 

appealing  for  the  grade.  Full  strike   455 


Trade  Dollars 

1876-CC     The  interesting  variety  with  the  strongly  doubled  die  reverse.  A  crisp  strike 

with  decidedly  superior  surfaces  to  most  trade  dollars  seen.  The  1876-CC  is  an 

underrated  date  and  the  doubled  die  reverse  variety  even  more  difficult  to 

locate.  XF-AU  in  grade,  though  with  strong  claims  to  full  AU  $268 

All  coins  are  graded  by  a  strict  adherence  to  ANA  standards  and  come 
with  a  two  week  return  privilege.  These  offerings  represent  my  best  efforts 
to  present  original,  untampered  with  pieces  that  are  as  problem  free  for  the 
grade  as  possible. 

I  am  always  Interested  In  obtaining  Seated  material  -  both  the  common, 
the  scarce,  and  the  rare  -  In  like  condition.  Please  let  me  make  an  offer. 

Bob  Everett  LSCC#440 

(206)  283-1527  Evenings  until  11:00  p.m. 
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The  1891-0/0  Seated  Dime,  Is  It  An  0/0/S? 

by 

A!  BIythe 


The  1985  ANA  Convention  in  Baltimore  provided  me  with  an  opportunity 
not  often  presented  to  a  collector  of  Seated  material.  After  participating  in 
an  informative  LSCC  meeting,  I  walked  the  bourse  floor  and  saw  more  ac- 
tivity than  I  had  seen  in  recent  years.  My  interest  naturally  zoomed  in  on 
Liberty  Seated  material  as  I  moved  from  dealer  to  dealer.  After  several  trips 
around  the  floor,  the  coin  which  is  the  subject  of  this  article  found  me, 
rather  than  me  finding  it.  In  other  words,  it  stood  out  among  the  dealer's  of- 
ferings and,  in  effect,  was  saying,  "Pick  me  up,  look  at  me,  I'm  probably  the 
finest  specimen  known  of  this  date,  buy  me."  I  did! 

The  1891-0/0  specimen  that  I  own  is  worthy  of  a  place  in  the  finest  of  col- 
lections. It  has  nearly  flawless  proof-like  surfaces  obverse  and  reverse.  The 
immediate  question  raised  was  whether  it  might  be  a  branch  mint  proof, 
even  though  no  proofs  are  known  for  the  1891-0.  This  question  was  quickly 
answered  by  Walter  Breen  who  saw  the  coin  at  the  Baltimore  ANA.  It  is  not 
a  branch  mint  proof!  With  that  question  settled,  one  might  reason  that  this 
was  either  a  very  early  business  strike  or,  possibly,  a  first  strike.  The 
following  analysis  will  answer  some  questions  but  raise  others. 

The  obverse  of  this  coin  displays  the  characteristics  of  the  1891-0  A-4 
described  in  the  Ahwash  Encyclopedia  on  page  397.  This  includes  the  recut 
189  originally  punched  too  high  and  the  heavily  clashed  surface.  Since  the 
surface  displays  the  clashes,  this  could  not  have  been  a  first  strike 
because  it  is  obvious  that  the  obverse  and  reverse  dies  had  to  have  come 


together  without  benefit  of  a  planchet  between  them;  therefore,  it  must  be 
an  early  strike. 

I  suspect  that  the  dies  clashed  almost  immediately  after  these  dies  were 
put  into  service  and  just  prior  to  this  coin  being  struck.  There  is  also 
evidence  that  the  dies  clashed  at  least  once  again  later  in  their  use.  This 
would  also  indicate  that  the  New  Orleans  Mint  was  having  striking  pro- 
blems at  this  time.  Although  Ahwash  described  the  A-4  as  having  cudding 
around  the  rims,  this  coin  displays  none.  This  would  support  the  probability 
that  it  is  an  early  die  state  which  shows  no  evidence  of  die  deterioration. 

The  reverse  of  this  dime  has  a  recut  mintmark  which  appears  to  be  the 
0/0,  but  it  does  not  exactly  compare  with  the  A-4  0/0  on  page  398  in  the  en- 
cyclopedia. The  accompanying  photograph  shows  the  differences  of  the  in- 
terior of  the  0  mintmark  on  my  coin  as  compared  to  the  Ahwash 
photographs.  The  marks  in  the  mintmark  are  not  the  result  of  clashed  dies. 
They  have  character  and  are  definitely  raised  above  the  coin's  surface.  On 
the  reverse  of  my  coin  the  shape  of  the  mintmark  appears  much  thinner  and 
not  as  thick  at  the  bottom  as  the  one  shown  on  page  398  of  the  En- 
cyclopedia. On  the  other  hand,  a  review  of  the  reverses  of  the  1891-0/0,  A-3 
through  A-8,  shows  my  dime  to  have  a  mintmark  shape  most  like  the  A-8.  Is 
it  possible  that  my  early  die  state  specimen  has  the  obverse  of  the  A-4  and 
reverse  of  the  A-8? 

Although  it  is  pictured  in  the  Encylcopedia  on  page  397,  and  also  evident 
on  my  coin,  Kam  did  not  mention  the  very  noticeable  defect  on  the  right 
base  of  the  first  1  in  the  date.  This  may  be  a  logo  punch  defect. 

Whether  this  coin  in  fact  is  the  early  die  state  of  the  A-4,  A-8,  or  perhaps 
yet  another  variety,  I  am  the  proud  owner  of  a  dazzling  Gem  BU  specimen  of 
which  there  are  probably  none  finer.  The  photographs  of  this  coin  were 
taken  by  Bill  Fivaz. 


Mintmark  on  1891-0/0  dime 
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An  Unusual  1861-S  Half  Dollar 

by 

Harry  E.  Smith 

I  recently  purchased  an  1861-S  half  dollar  that  caught  my  eye  as  being 
unusual  due  to  two  small  cuds  on  the  interior  design  of  the  coin.  Most  die 
breakage  that  results  in  cuds  is  found  around  the  outer  edges  of  the  coin. 
Following  is  a  description  of  this  unusual  piece  with  cuds  in  the  interior 
design. 

My  coin  has  the  typical  Type  1  reverse  with  the  large  S  mintmark  and 
grades  G-6/F-12.  There  is  a  small  cud  half  way  up  the  outside  edge  of  the 
eagle's  right  wing  about  1  mm  long  that  leaves  a  noticeable  lump  on  the 
wing.  Another  cud  about  1  mm  long  extends  from  the  interior  lower 
feathers  of  the  right  wing  tip  into  the  field  with  a  small  die  crack  continuing 
on  into  the  field. 

A  network  of  many  small  die  cracks  fills  the  field  in  the  area  below  the 
right  wing.  Other  noticeable  die  cracks  are  found  running  from  the  upper  ar- 
rowhead tip  into  the  field,  from  the  lower  arrowhead  into  the  period,  from 
the  left  wing  tip  into  the  upper  leaf  of  the  olive  branch,  and  from  the  base  of 
the  F  in  OF  into  the  base  of  the  first  A  in  AMERICA. 


1861-S  Half  with  Reverse  Cuds 
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Many  die  striations  run  from  the  rim,  througli  the  letters  and  into  the 
field.  This  is  most  noticeable  in  the  lettering  of  the  words  STATES  OF 
AMERICA.  Strangely  enough,  none  of  the  letters  or  devices  appear  to  have 
been  recut. 

I  would  be  particularly  interested  in  hearing  from  anyone  who  has  seen 
or  owns  a  similar  coin  or  one  with  a  further  progression  of  the  die  defects 
on  the  1861-S  half  dollar  described.  The  pictures  of  this  1861-S  half  dollar 
were  taken  by  Don  Slouffman  at  Paramount  Rare  Coin  Company  in 
Englewood,  Ohio. 


BUY  —  SELL  -  TRADE 

LIBERTY  SEATED  DOLLARS 

Dennis  Garstang 

P.O.  Box  K 
Belle,  MO  65013 
314-364-5095  evenings 

ANA  —  LSCC  —  MNS 
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1986  COINAGE  OF  THE  AMERICAS  CONFERENCE 

The  American  Numismatic  Society 
November  1-2,  1986 

AMERICA'S  SILVER  COINAGE 

1794-1891 

GENERAL  INFORMATION 

The  1 986  Coinage  of  the  Americas  Conference  will  explore  the  development 
of  federal  silver  coinage  from  the  organization  of  the  United  States  Mint  to 
the  end  of  the  Liberty  Seated  series  in  1891.  The  emphasis  will  be  on  new 
or  ongoing  research,  and  individual  presentations  will  be  scheduled  for  ap- 
proximately twenty-five  minutes.  A  question  and  answer  period  will  follow  each 
talk.  Those  who  have  already  indicated  an  interest  in  participating  include  John 
W.  McCloskey,  Julius  Reiver,  David  Cohen,  Harry  X  Boosel,  Ivan  Leaman 
and  Donald  Gunnet.  As  in  previous  years,  the  Society  plans  to  publish  the 
papers  presented. 

CALL  FOR  PAPERS 

Those  interested  in  participating  as  speakers  should  contact  Richard  Doty  at 
the  American  Numismatic  Society  and  send  him  an  abstract  of  their  propos- 
ed topic.  The  Conference's  Steering  Committee  will  meet  in  mid-July  1986 
to  make  the  final  speaker  selection. 

CALL  FOR  EXHIBITS 

While  the  museum  will  be  exhibiting  material  from  its  own  collection,  we  are 
also  looking  for  exhibits  from  other  sources.  Those  interested  in  this  aspect 
of  COAC  '86  are  requested  to  contact  Richard  Doty  to  establish  space 
allotments,  security  arrangements,  etc. 


The  American  Numismatic  Society 
Broadway  at  1 55th  Street 
New  York  NY  10032 
(212)  234-3130 
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An  1858  Half  Dollar  -  No  Drapery 

by 

A.  Paul  Brill 

There  are  several  well  known  varieties  of  Liberty  Seated  half  dollars  hav- 
ing no  drapery  at  the  elbow.  These  variations  resulted  from  die  design  or 
die  maintenance,  such  as  overpolishing.  Chief  among  these  variations  are 
half  dollars  dated  1839,  1845-0,  and  1877-S.  A  recent  addition  to  my  collec- 
tion revealed  a  modified  drapery  at  the  elbow  on  an  1858  half  dollar.  The 
normal  drapery  folds  were  absent,  replaced  by  four  weak  curved  lines  of 
what  appears  to  be  the  reverse  eagle's  shield.  Further  verification  of  the 
reverse  shield  theory  comes  from  a  small  portion  of  the  four  horizontal 
lines  of  the  shield  observable  between  the  knees  of  the  seated  Liberty. 

Per  M.L.  Beistle'sfleg/sfer  of  Half  Dollar  Die  Varieties  and  Sub-Varieties, 
variety  4-C  with  reverse  C  has  no  drapery  at  the  elbow.  But  Belstle  also 
describes  four  wide  faced  lines  of  akcidefect  with  six  fine  cross  lines  at  the 
bend  of  the  knee  for  this  variety.  In  Beistle's  foreward  commentary  ac- 
cidental die  defects  (akcidefects)  were  caused,  in  his  opinion,  by  dies  be- 
ing forced  together  without  a  planchet  present,  possibly  during  set-up 
maneuvers.  In  such  a  case  the  face  of  the  softer  die  would  receive  part  of 
the  impression  of  the  harder  die.  This  theory  was  proposed  by  Belstle  in 
response  to  the  old  "suction"  explanation  used  by  his  predecessors  to  ex- 
plain the  transfer  of  markings  from  one  side  of  a  coin  to  the  other.  I 
welcome  comments  from  other  collectors  as  to  how  these  interesting  die 
varieties  did  occur.  Is  Belstle  correct  in  his  theory,  or  are  there  other 
possibilities  for  these  die  alterations? 


1858  No  Drapery  Half  Dollar 

33 


RARE  COINS  -  PRICED  RIGHT 

Lets  get  the  collecting  back  into  coins  again. 
It's  much  more  fun  that  way. 


HALF  DIMES 

1837  No  Stars,  Sm.  Date,  XF-45 

scratch  in  obv.  field  $  44 

1838  Lg.  Stars,  XF-40+,  edge  ding.  .  19 

1840  No  Drap,  XF-40,  obv.  die  crack.  49 

1842-0  F-12,  tough  date    35 

1844-0  Large  0,  G4/AG3   19 

1849  ChVF-XF35+   29 

1849-  0  G-VG,  orig.,  dig  on  rev   19 

1850-  0  XF-40,  slightly  porous   35 

1851-  0  VF-20,  a  bit  rough   15 

1857  XF-40+,  light  spots   24 

1857-0  XF-45/40,  dull  reverse   32 

1858  XF-40/45    24 

1858  Ch.  AU-55/60   64 

1869  XF-40,  a  couple  spots   37 

1871-S  Ch.  XF-AU45   69 

DIMES 

1837  Small  Date,  VG8/G4  S  18 

1837  Lg.  Dt.  VG-FIO-t-,  cracked  obv..  50 

1838  Large  Stars,  XF-40   32 

1839-  0  Small  o,  F-15,  a  few  spots   13 

1840-  0  Small  0,  Ch.  XF-45   65 

1841  XF-40  rough   7 

1841-  0  Small  0,  XF-40,  cleaned   39 

1842-  0  Medium  o,  VF-30   17 

1842-0  Medium  o,  AU-50,  tiny  marks.  .  88 

1842-0  Mediumo,VG-10+ .badly 

shattered  reverse  die  40 

1844  AG-3,  scarce   17 

1846  F-VF1 5,  obverse  scratch   119 

1851  XF-45,  slightly  porous   20 

1851-  0  XF-40  digs   30 

1852-  0  VG-8,  tough  date   12 

1858  XF-40  +   21 

1859-0  XF-45,  very  nice   49 

1860  AU-50,  dull  lustre   52 

1864-S  VF25/F12  nice   34 


DIMES 

1868  VF20/F15  $  19 

1869  XF-45   59 

1873  Arrows  F-12   5 

1873-S  Arrows,  Ch.  VF-XF35/40   45 

1883  XF-45,  slightly  rough  obv   12 

1886  XF45/40   15 

1890-S  Ch.  XF-45+ ,  scarce   45 

1891  XF-40,  rim  dings   11 

QUARTERS 

1840-  0  N/Drap.  Ch.  VF30/35  $41 

1840  Drapery,  F-VF15,  scarce   39 

1841-  0  VF-30,  porous,  rev.  die  break    .  32 

1848  Recut  Date,  F1 2/1 5  scarce   36 

1850-0  VF-25,  nice   42 

1853  Arr.  VF-25,  slightly  rough   18 

1856-0  F-VF15-(-   16 

1861  Ch.  XF-45+,  very  nice   45 

1863  VG-10,  scarce   16 

1873  N/Arr.  Open  3,  F-VF15   36 

1873  Arr.  F-12,  light  scratch   12 

1876  XF-40   30 

1878  VF-XF35   21 

1882  F-VF-15,  rim  dig   85 

HALVES 

1841-0  VF-XF35+  $  44 

1843  F-12   17 

1846-0  Medium  Date  AU-50   95 

1853  Arr,  VF-30,  slightly  rough   52 

1862-S  F-12   17 

1868-S  XF-45.  sm.  rim  ding   49 

1871  Ch.  XF-AU45/50   65 

1872-CC  Ch.  AU-55+ ,  slightly  porous. ...  325 

1873  N/Arr.  Closed  3,  VF-XF35   39 

DOLLARS 

1856  VG-10,  rare  date  $165 


Grading  by  ANA  Standards 

BILL  G.  CARPENTER  RARE  COINS 

BOX  734  •  Semmes,  Alabama  36575 


14  Day  Return  for  ANY  Reason 

LSCC#70 

Telephone  (205)  649-2631 
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An  1856  Half  Dime  Cud 
by 

Bill  Fivaz 


The  picture  below  shows  a  cud,  a  rather  scarce  type  of  mint  error  on 
Liberty  Seated  coinage.  A  cud  is  born  when  a  portion  of  a  die,  either  the 
obverse  or  reverse,  breaks  away,  leaving  a  cavity  into  which  the  metal  from 
the  planchet  can  "ooze"  when  it  is  struck. 

A  cud  almost  always  occurs  at  the  rim  of  the  coin  as  on  this  mint  state 
1856  Philadelphia  Half  Dime.  As  you  can  see,  the  unstruck  portion  is  at  9 
o'clock  and  extends  about  half  way  into  the  denticle  area.  As  on  the  majori- 
ty of  the  1856  and  1857  Philadelphia  issues,  the  outer  edges  of  this  coin  are 
poorly  struck  up  with  little  if  any  denticle  detail. 
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HALF  DIMES 

1839  No  Drapery,  AU   $110 

1840  With  Drapery,  G   18 

1840-0  With  Drapery,  VF   95 

1848  fVledium  Date,  VF   18 

1848  Large  Date,  ChoiceXF   125 

1849  9/8,  XF/AU   130 

1851-0  VF    28 

1864-  S  AU   295 

DIMES 

1837  No  Stars,  Good  $  20 

1840-  0  No  Drapery,  VF   32 

1841-  0  Choice  AU+   178 

1843-  0  NiceVF   215 

1859-0  VF/F    18 

1873  With  Arrows,  F   15 

1873-  S  With  Arrows,  VF   52 

1874-  S  With  Arrows,  ChoiceXF   165 

TWENTY  CENTS 

1875-  CC  Good  $  35 

QUARTERS 

1842-  0  Large  Date,  Choice  AU  $275 

1850-0  VF    85 

1851  VF    105 

1853  Arrows  &  Rays,  VG  . .    12 

1857  Good   8 

1857-S  ChoiceXF   405 

1864  Choice  VF   142 

1865-  S  XF    395 

1873  With  Arrows,  ChoiceXF   142 

1874-S  With  Arrows,  Fine   35 

1878-CC  Fine   48 

1879  Choice  AU   315 

HALF  DOLLARS 

1840  Small  Letters,  AU  $125 

1843  Choice  AU   110 

1844-  0  VG    22 

1855-0  With  Arrows,  VG   22 


HALF  DOLLARS  Continued 

1855-  0     With  Arrows,  AU   $210 

1856-  0     Darkened  AU    105 

1858  ChoiceXF   52 

1858-  0     Choice  AU   105 

1859  Choice  AU   110 

1859-  0     NiceAU    105 

1863-S     VF    32 

1866-  S     Fine,  with  Motto   26 

1867-  S     XF      46 

1867-S     ChoiceXF   48 

1871-  S     Toned  Choice  AU    105 

1876  Brown  Toning,  Choice  AU   100 

1876-S     Toned,  Choice  AU   100 

1878       Choice  AU,  Toned   110 

1889       Toned  Choice  AU    560 

DOLLARS 

1840        VF   $275 

1844        VF    325 

1846-0     XF    480 

1846-0     AU  1350 

1847        NiceAU    530 

1849        VF    295 

1849       ChoiceXF   360 

1850-0     Toned  Choice  AU   1445 

1857        Polished  AU,  ANACS    545 

1863        AU   890 

1871        XF    230 

1872-  S     VF   510 

1872-S     XF   645 

TRADE  DOLLARS 

1873        VF   $125 

1873  AU-50   210 

1874  VF    140 

1874-S     AU  225 

1876-  CC    Brilliant  AU   455 

1877  DarkAU   235 

1877-  S     AU   235 

1877-  S     ChoiceXF  135 

1878-  S     IVIS-60    425 


1.  10  Day  Return  Privilege  with  Coin  in  Original  Holder, 
for  any  reason. 

2.  All  Orders  Postage  Free. 

3.  Personal  Checks  Must  Clear. 

4.  Member  ANA,  FUN,  MSNS  and  CSNS 

FRANK  LEISTER  RARE  COINS  •  LSCC#746 

P.O.  Box  252  •  Vero  Beach,  Florida  32961 
(305)  562-1066  or  (305)  562-3977     7  Days  &  Evenings  (9  a.m.  -  9  p.m.) 
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An  1839-0  Half  Dime  with  a  Badly  Cracked  Reverse 


Shown  below  is  a  picture  of  an  1839-0  half  dime  with  a  badly  cracked 
reverse.  This  coin  was  sent  in  by  Larry  Briggs  and  shows  extensive  damage 
on  the  reverse  throught  he  letters  UNITED  ST.  A  crack  runs  from  the  den- 
ticles through  the  top  of  the  letters  UN  and  then  back  to  the  denticles  over 
the  right  edge  of  the  N.  The  area  between  the  letters  UN  and  the  denticles 
is  raised  creating  a  retained  cud.  Another  heavy  crack  runs  from  the  den- 
ticles through  ITED  and  back  to  the  denticles.  There  are  heavy  breaks  along 
the  crack  creating  cuds  through  all  of  these  letters.  The  previous  crack  con- 
tinues through  the  letters  D  ST  and  then  runs  to  the  rim  over  the  T.  Again 
the  area  between  the  letters  DST  and  the  denticles  is  raised  creating  a  re- 
tained cud.  Several  other  cracks  on  the  reverse  are  typical  of  the  breaks 
seen  on  early  Seated  coinage.  A  crack  runs  from  the  denticles  through  the 
letter  M  in  AMERICA,  through  the  wreath  and  into  the  letter  F  in  HALF. 
Another  crack  runs  from  the  right  ribbon  to  the  denticles  below.  The 
reverse  has  a  small  o  mintmark  that  is  centered  over  the  bow. 

The  obverse  of  this  coin  has  a  few  die  cracks  of  its  own  but  nothing  to 
compare  to  the  damage  seen  on  the  reverse.  There  is  a  crack  that  runs 
from  the  denticles  to  the  outer  point  of  the  second  star  from  the  lower  left. 
Another  crack  runs  from  the  denticles  to  the  top  of  the  head. 

Has  anyone  ever  seen  another  example  of  this  variety  with  such  severe 
damage  on  the  reverse?  You  have  to  wonder  just  how  long  this  reverse  die 
held  together  with  die  damage  as  severe  as  shown  on  this  coin  and  why  the 
reverse  die  was  not  retired  before  it  broke  up  so  badly.  The  picture  of  the 
reverse  of  the  damaged  1839-0  half  dime  was  taken  by  Don  Slouffman  at 
Paramount  Rare  Coin  Co.  in  Englewood,  Ohio. 


The  Editor 
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LARRY  BRIGGS  RARE  COINS 


HALF  DIMES 

1838-0     Good  $  48 

1844-0     VF+   275 

1848  48/48/7/6,  XF/AU    275 

1853-0     AU    115 

1855-0     AU    145 

1859        Slider  BU    165 

1864-S     XF+   175 

1866-S     VF    50 

1868       VG,  pin  mark   55 

1869-  S      18/18,  XF   48 

1872       Doubled  Die,  XF    275 

DIMES 

1840       W/Drapery,  Choice  Fine   $40 

1849  1849/1848,  XF,  sm.  obv.  scr  . . .  225 
1849-0     Double  Date,  G+   50 

1850  XF/AU   48 

1859-S     Choice  Fine   155 

1862-  S     F/VF,  scr.  on  shield   47 

1863-  S     Fine   40 

1864        Fine    345 

1866-S      G/VG   22 

1870-  S     VF+   185 

1871 -  S     VF    40 

1872-  CC    VF/F,  slightly  rough   225 

1873-  S     XF/AU    145 

1874-  S     Choice  XF   165 

1877-  CC    PL  BU   345 

1878-  CC    VG    65 

1885-S     Good,  cleaned   125 


TWENTY  CENTS 

1875-S     Slider  BU  .. 


.$325 


QUARTERS 

1839        Reverse  of  1838,  Ch.  XF  $350 

1841-  0     Doubled  Die  VG/F   80 

1842        XF   295 

1842-  0     Sm.  Date,  Fine    600 

1843-  0     Large  0,  Fine    300 

1849-0     VF,  rev.  pin  scratches  1050 

1851-  0     Choice  AU  1050 

1852-  0     Fine    275 

1853/4     VF   235 

1855-S     XF   300 

1857-  S     XF-t-   500 

1858-  S     Fine   75 

1859-  S      VG/F    125 

1860-  S     VG/G    100 


QUARTERS  Continued 

1862-S     VG   $  43 

1864       VF,  cleaned   95 

1864-S     VG    175 

1866        Choice  XF   600 

1866-  S     VG    225 

1867-  S     Fine   175 

1868  Fine   175 

1868-  S     VF    90 

1869  VF/XF    500 

1870-CC    Fine,  rough  1500 

1870-CC    Fine   2400 

1872-  S      F/VF   450 

1873-  CC    Arrows,  VG   625 

1886        VF   330 

HALVES 

1839  W/Drap.,  weak  periphery  $285 

1840  Reverse  of  1838,  VG   125 

1840        Reverse  of  1838,  VG/F   175 

1840  Reverseof  1838,  AU-i-   1050 

1841  XF+ ,  reverse  mark   175 

1842  Triple  Date,  Choice  XF   165 

1846  6/horiz  6,  XF/AU,  cind,  baggy  . .  325 

1846  6/hori2  6,  AU++  1100 

1846-  0     VG-K/F   145 

1847  7/7,  XF/AU   75 

1847-  0      XF/AU   88 

1854       AU,  soft  center   165 

1855-  0     0/horiz  0,  VF   135 

1856-  S     VG/F    62 

1856-S     Fine,  marks  on  shield   70 

1856-  S     XF  cleaned,  solder  on  knee   97 

1857  1857/1857  in  rock,  XF+    135 

1857-  S  XF/VF,  clnd,  solder  on  shield  ...  78 

1858  Type  2  Reverse,  XF/AU   185 

1866-S      No  Motto,  XF   350 

1870  AU    175 

1870-  CC    Good   450 

1871-  CC    XF   565 

1872-  S     XF   175 

1873-  CC    WA,  rough  G/VG   47 

1874-  S     VF/XF    180 

1884        AU    550 

1890  Choice  Gem  BU   850 

1891  Slider  BU    390 

TRADE  DOLLAR 

1875       Choice  AU,  "1876"  on  arm  $475 


LARRY  BRIGGS  RARE  COINS 

P.O.  BOX  187  •  LIMA,  OHIO  45802 
Telephone  (419)  228-2285  days, 
(419)  229-5609  nights 

WANT  LISTS  SOLICITED  -  OTHER  COINS  IN  STOCK 


14  Day  Return  Privilege 


Approval  Service  With  References 
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An  1839  Dime  with  Die  Craclcs 


Shown  below  is  a  picture  of  an  1839  dime  with  a  heavy  die  crack  through 
the  date.  This  coin  was  sent  in  by  Larry  Briggs  and  is  not  listed  in  the 
Ahwash  Encyclopedia  of  Liberty  Seated  Dimes.  The  obverse  shows  a 
crack  that  runs  from  the  denticles  up  through  the  right  side  of  the  3  in  the 
date  and  then  on  into  the  base  of  the  rock.  From  there  the  crack  runs  into 
the  shield  and  up  along  the  left  side  of  the  shield  through  the  L  in  LIBERTY 
on  the  ribbon  and  into  the  thumb  of  the  left  hand.  The  crack  then  runs  from 
the  left  side  of  the  hand  through  the  field  and  into  the  second  star  from  the 
lower  left  and  on  to  the  denticles.  Another  crack  runs  from  the  denticles  to 
the  right  foot,  up  along  the  right  leg  and  through  the  gown  to  the  left  of  the 
right  knee.  A  final  crack  connects  the  stars  on  the  right,  running  through 
the  cap  and  on  to  the  top  of  the  head.  Has  anybody  seen  another  example 
of  this  variety?  The  strong  break  through  the  date  makes  this  variety  a  very 
interesting  example  of  Liberty  Seated  coinage  struck  from  damaged  dies. 

The  picture  of  the  1839  dime  with  the  die  cracks  was  taken  by  Don 
Slouffman  at  Paramount  Rare  Coin  Co.  in  Englewood,  Ohio. 

The  Editor 
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Letters  to  the  Editor 


I  talked  to  two  friends  recently  who  purchased  some  Seated  coins  found 
in  central  California.  Both  of  these  friends  are  dealers  and  they  buy  a  lot  of 
coins  and  tokens  found  by  people  who  pan  and  dredge  for  gold.  The  first 
find  was  an  1859-S  dinne  found  by  a  man  panning  for  gold  in  a  small  creek. 
The  coin  was  a  full  VF-XF  but  it  was  rough. 

At  another  location  some  Seated  coins  were  found  along  with  some  other 
coins  while  dredging.  The  Seated  coins  included  two  San  Francisco  dimes, 
an  1867-S  and  an  1869-S,  but  these  two  coins  were  in  poor  shape.  There  was 
also  an  1855-S  Seated  half  with  full  LIBERTY  in  this  find  but  it  was  dark.  The 
coin  was  off  color  but  it  wasn't  that  bad.  It  sold  to  the  first  person  who  look- 
ed at  it  for  $300  at  a  local  show.  Another  coin  that  was  found  was  an  1855-S 
quarter  but  it  was  in  poor  shape  also. 

It  seems  that  the  dimes  take  the  worst  beating  in  the  mountain  streams, 
possibly  because  they  are  lighter  and  wash  along  with  the  water.  I  have 
seen  ten  Seated  dimes  recently  that  have  been  found  in  this  area  and  all 
have  been  in  poor  shape.  On  some  you  couldn't  even  read  the  date  or  deter- 
mine if  they  had  a  mintmark. 

Duwayne 
LSCC  #758 

I  would  like  to  report  another  1854-0  dime  with  a  shattered  obverse  as 
described  by  Al  BIythe  in  Issue  #29  of  the  journal.  Since  my  coin  grades  only 
VG-10  it  lacks  the  reverse  cuds,  presumably  due  to  wear.  I  was  also  able  to 
find  a  nice  example  of  the  peculiar  1858-0  half  dime  listed  by  Kama! 
Ahwash  on  page  151  of  the  Valentine  reprint.  One  distinctive  feature  of  this 
obverse  is  that  the  pole  appears  to  end  before  it  reaches  the  gown. 

Mark  Verbeck 
LSCC  #317 


I  wish  to  submit  some  alternative  subtitles  for  the  names  of  the  last  digit 
in  the  dates  of  the  Seated  dollars  as  listed  in  the  article  by  David  Cohen  in 
Issue  #34  of  the  journal.  My  alternative  titles  are  as  follows: 

1847  -  Hammer  Head  Seven. 

1851  -  Regal  One. 

1854  -  Stork  Leg  Four. 

1866  -  Beer  Belly  Six. 

1871  -  Duck  Bill  One 

1873  -  Hatless  Snowman  Three 

Whether  you  like  these  alternatives  or  not  I  thought  the  original  article 
was  a  clever  idea. 

Bob  O'Loughlin 
LSCC  #853 
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MEMBERSHIP  APPLICATION 

LiBERTy  StflTCD  Collectors  Club 


NAME 


ADDRESS 
CITY 


STATE 


ZIP 


I'M  A  COLLECTORD 


DEALERD 


COLLECTOR/DEALERD 


YOU  MAYD     MAY  NOTD 

SEND  MY  NAME  AND  ADDRESS  TO  OTHER  CLUB  MEMBERS. 
I   COLLECT  BY  DATE  SEATED  HALF  DIMESD  DIMESO 
QUARTERSD      HALF  DOLLARSD         DOLLARSO  ALL  SEATEDO 


SIGNATURE 


DATE 


Membership  Fee  -  11.00  for  first  year  dues  and  initiation 
fee.  Fill  in  the  above  and  mail  with  $11.00  to: 

John  Kroon       •       P.O.  Box  1062 
Midland,  Michigan  48641 


few 


CHANGE  OF  ADDRESS 


We  ask  that  you  notify  us  as  soon  as  possible  when  you  move  or  change 
your  mailing  address.  It  seems  that  we  always  have  one  or  two  Journals 
returned  to  us  for  improper  address  when  a  member  has  moved  to  a  new 
Icication.  In  such  cases  we  must  wait  for  the  member  to  contact  us  and 
pr'ovide  us  with  the  new  address.  To  avoid  unnecessary  delays  in  receiving 
the  Journal  and  to  assist  us  on  keeping  our  mailing  list  current,  we  ask  that 
you  inform  us  as  soon  as  possible  of  any  change  of  address. 


Reverse  of  Unique  1870-S  Half  Dime 


Your  comments  on  any  of  the  articles,  ads  or  club  policies  are  invited 
This  is  your  club  and  the  Officers  are  dedicated  to  operating  it  on  beha- 
of  the  members.  Address  any  comments  to: 

John  McCloskey 

Editor,  Gobrecht  Journal 
5718  King  Arthur  Drive 
Kettering,  Ohio  45429 


